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Tantrasamuccaya 

A GENERAL INrRODUCriON 
Dr. N. P. Unit 

Early Works on Tanlra 

ranlru, AjAFnu& and Sambiras conslilute a major brancb 
□f r^^Irgious laeraTure in Saafkrii. AccordiriE lo oac accounl 
rbcre art aiare Ibm l«J hundrci wurtg of diCTerenr liae and 
v:]riaty perEiiDing in Ibii ialtreatini; licid ofjjliid)!. The 
gCDcral rtAinrei nf Ibli c1-i9^ r^f llrer^lUT? can be iptcificd 
undffr four hcad^, viz.. Inim or kooTled?? ifld jli nature ; 
Yoga or [he coo'zenTFHliiin 'if niiai and Ibe varfoui rncaoi 
ofa-trainin; TliE^ainc : Krjya or coDSfructioi Drternplei and 
the coflBCcriirloQ of iJnIs ID [csQplea for wofihfp and Oryi 
iti? religiQD:^ r\\t^, social [[T<[iturion& and obiervaqces. 

or Ihf fom divi&foDi, emcrhaiis \& often l^id oa oat or 
two ^fanchpi ancorrlfn? fo ihe nreEHlKlioa of Ihe people of 
various Tgiini ii* iti th? cis? ■^f Kerala wfipfe (he diviijoas 
nf Kr]vii itJ C'^vva iniar*i- I'linificquce. Slricily speakJag 
Ihe Tfne o'" 1- ni'cilio.i Ssiw??! f^- divJ^loos is aegltEibCc- 

Thc fttTt T^nrra ■< eenerallv applied to a clan of 
rcli^iou^ I'teTSEurc To bs ^p'cilc The Trrm Tanfrfl staodi 
for a ("(ifin ^'''locTri'j-^. or i Snt. '^^i^rta mean^ tradi- 
tioi an.1 SifTi'iT*^ ^inHtFi a i^^lledion af ^icrec! letra. The 
dffl'ific>iin c9iii>(rs inlv in mifioi- rieia'iii. Accordingly. 
Aa^TTJi "*!'-■ be cni^Merefl -^i ^ so^ic'il clfli^ of *orti which 
rronaja'i Tlie o/^raTilp of^iva ari'i Sakn ^Vorln of a similar 
fcfiii aoct-iJi^f'' ■iovnfex'f tn i>it sect of Vi?nn are lermed 
^arnhiTa^ """iFi'ns derfve Tii'-'TiiU from holh lTic*c daises 
of liTersCuT Tfie Vir*;niv?; comii^r '^iiTilii!** ai iheir 
nncTcd le^l^ h is the Silvan who nron^ate The Agaroai 
and heace incr TQ f^ftco p^nitjarly ca^lecf ^aivigamis. Id 



* Tantrarafnaccayu 

its alrict len^e only the ^k(ai prAirlicc (he Tamru niiich \s 
more ritualislfc in nature. 

The word Tantra ii derived from the rool 'Tanu* meaii- 
icifi 'lo eipHDd'. Some hold the view Ihai (he nord but 
f-ome canDotBtJoa for Ebv ffhy^ical Ji^prci of tbe buoian 
being. Ofher^ reTate the word fn "tanlrT -the siring of a 
fule because oflhe mu^icBT quiliEiei o[ (he principles. The 
Vi^npsamhir^ hw given ao eTymulagy of cbc Eerm &i 
MIows :— 

%ifi fl^ura ^^ ^nsn: iTx^a^ n 

AmonB llic relj^iom [e]ili Ihe T^nirai occupy only Ibe 
roirrlb poaitian aTTer SnJii. Snirii and Purnna, Ibaugh pre- 
ccplofB of Tantia eive Ihcm a place second only to The 
Ved», Monicr William^ connjcrs TaDira as a "cJais of 
norks leachiDR rnisfcal ^nd nvidcil fjrmuJac (mosUy in 
rbe farm ofdi^^oftues hElffgcQ Siva and Puru^'^ aod laid to 
rrMt of five inS]cct?i ; Ihc i^re;i1ian, Tbe deitrucrion of the 
norld, Che worship of the Qais. the arrnmnienr of ill 
obj«l9» especially Df^ix ^uoerhuman facultici and (be four 
mndc^ of (iniun with (he Supreme ^pfrit by TnediEatioj]. The 
Author of the Sanskrit Tc;^ real worlt ^ahdj^rthaci ataman i has 
qiiolcd a £fefinl(ion of TanTra ivbich cjvea a belief idea nf 
the class or worV au foUowa : 

T\is^ nf^ff'fra' ii.'i-*!TUi"!|tf ^ I 

flffjn TrflPTlf #^ ^gir«?iR&3 ^ II 



This definition gives an encyclopaoJic scop? ro Ihc class oX 
works. Mdny of Iht? cbar^crcri&iics of Dharoiis^rrai are 
SKD in Ihia type of worfci. 

Time it a Ihrecfold divmon of Tmlra* Ufce Vijiiu- 
ki^la. Ralhakr^nfa aqd A^vakrlatS, each of (he thra 
dmiiaai hiivrng M worki rrsprclivdy, makmg a iota] of 
192 wotki. Some trcatrsei; prouidt a IfH oFlhese worii. 
There are Dihcr cTii^iricatinoi a^ {ft SiralijC^, Agama and 
Rabaiva f'T> SflUvika. Rijua nnd TAmi^a (jii) Vaidika ajid 
AnMikor Wdrka jn tKe ticTd .ire da^tified under EbCEc 
heads bm^ on characlfriiTic^. There are other branchei 
orT^mlra called YJlmalii ind Damara. Yimalas which irc 
ef.fht in namber contain 1h? TsatnrEt described in the foE[ow- 
iif definilioD. 

^fera jriti^qiiMi-i ^n^nfftrai^^Tw i 

The eighT V.imilai p-rrain i«pKUve1y ro BraboiA. Vi?ria, 
Rudra, Lah^ml. Uma, Skandn, Gane^n and Graba, The six 
Pamarai lelatc to Yor-a, Si", SaraivatT, Bmhma add 
Candharva, 

The Agaroaiare the reliEimis IciH oFihe ^aiva syaTeoi 
and they art ipoben of JS ihe utlerances from ihe mouth of 
Siva !d respouc lo the cvquirirs of his divEne ccnuirt 
Parvali. P'^idniaidmhirn canlabo a dciinition of the class of 
lileraTuri: keeping in view ihff jiho^c Siva-PiirualT concept. 
The foUowJn^ i^ Ihe delinirii>D ~ 

- --.^ 's:HBsi^ ^miFT ^™^ I 
=1* ^5t -;Tt^i'^'^ ?ri 



4 TairrasanuKcaya 

The SafkBrmic inferred ro bcrc art Slnh, Vaiikirapa, 
SEambhanQ. VidvfSina UccJtiD^ imd M^r^Qa, Thoin 
cbiracTeTJElic^ are cooitiodTy Applicable lo all the 
Tanlras. 

ViuaipBTE MKra Id Hes coinrDGdI&ry on Vogibh^^ya hii 
ailcinpled to derive fKe ward Agama b« foJIovs : 

Ai olreaiJv noted Ihoae narrtted by Siva to P^rv^Ef 
arc ciFTed AgarD^i i buE ibose TTirnlcd by PJrvafi (D Siva 
ace called Nigamii. There are nunerou^ leiti on bolb 
t^Bie ca[C£{jri?< b^lon^m^ tu a ^ub^Uliry a^rure ici dcicrve 
th? ganiss dT 'Jpi^iim ii4 Upmi^an^f, TFLcre are 23 
Saiv^^iDni i^tii^h forio (he baic or ihe relrE^ia-plrJIoiapbjcal 
lyaTcii nf the ^iiivJTei. TFicse afc cJitinieraied iq mtr^l of 
Iht teiT; of Ihe ^ViCein Then [h=re are -Brorki pcrUtaing la 
Ihe ^I*:ti cull, ^.-cardin^iv Ih-irar; fiwfl ^abba^im;, 6J 
K^u!^gam:L<. and ^ M:^''4^']'n is, i'ltfifijng g idekI of 77 
tr?a[[ics- 

The SiTibiTli r-ir,ii a dhlin:Ecla» jq ThiE tbey eiihibit 
a widtr<im?e hiving Evelvr Ebiniifiid iiiatat ftvr Odcb EchE. 
As already nmed ihe^c ptriain eo the Vaf^ruva iecf- The 
PaQ;<ii:34iiibiril hi« t'lvctt ili? rnlio'ia? d^scnpjjjd far ihia 

VBT ef > . 

TTicre ir- ti| >i-rhi'ji t--i:'< b^lii^Eii; To t^ii calcgory onl 

or which on'.'! fen liifp \S'fH-iihnwiurabifl, I^vatnajnliita, 

'PiriTi''^<im'(iri inf nth-r? are ava/table in print, Df- 

S:^raderfT bn nlniii^!.! ji et '.i; PiiJirllri bftt provided 
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a li9[ of 21 3 warkfi of the }j[hd aad has adcQirtcd Ihal rhe ]isr 
\i incomplcEE. Many valuable wof^a mcnlioaed ed bii li^l 
icmaiD Id be publisbed. 

Id addJUaji To works belungm^ to TaDiras. A^amfl^ 
nDii SambifJi Iherc arc uncial conipDiiiiaiLi m rbc Ajtid oi 
SLLL7d&. Tiicie Ta.n[rik;tsiJLidk belong lo several ceiils, Tbus 
TeKis like VaJkhaadsa^uua and Naradabbaktiiiiira pen.jiji 
tp ibc VaJ^Dava &ccl ivhile Pa^upalailiira aad BhiJ[ii].LsaDa 
belJEiB la ^ivi Kci. Treatises like Paraiuraraqkalpu^iJCra 
and §ikliail(ra are ihc sijirai of Lbe SakLa cull. 

A Burvey of tlie kVUikiufrltrB dasi AJii revejJ tbe van 
^□pe aod growib of LhJi rcIigJa-pbilDiplJical Ir[eE4i[iire. 
Practical of dtlTeEenl kidd, Oulb pioub adil obDoiiDUb cjd be 
foLintl meDtioacd iQ ihem in addiUOD La magEcal and 
mysiical foriaulat 

Kerala Temph and TUntnka Risuoh : 

Thaugb il ii diflifull lo asccrC^iQ ibc period oflbf 
iniroduclian ofTaDLrd m Kcrjl^^ ri i:aD b^ dcGarlely ^Laied 
thai Tduirika rjiuali arc clojcly conoecLed ^vith Ibe ifraplca 
of KcraEa- Accoiding lo iijdition, lage PaTJikUiaiDa regained 
Ihe ladil 'jf Kerala Cram (ic ica ib:Qi/i:ig bh bailh as. 
He II fuiEJier crtdiicd with ihc «5l-ib]ijbifleDi ol 10^ lemplet 
in Ibia rcgiJin- He i^ suppo-ed lo have brau^hi Brtbinins 
from other parts of ludis 3td engaged Ibem to ptcfoEiu 
rituals id ibtiv shrinei. Tjic Kcf^ldtDHt^trz'yj pJipar[?d lo 
be 4 Jegcndary bfiiDry nf Kerala TnainlaiDiTbdl God Vi^tiii 
Lirslrutlcd Paia^ui'ima In c=iabFisb numt'Oiis icmplc^filL irver 
The regloD ifld Id lusl^JI ai^freal dCLl:» in tJLeiD. fempici 
of DarEi' were locaied an tra-sbarct ^bjle iba^c af Si&EJ 
ivere e^ahtiiihed iTi hillv re°[on5 Acccrdrcg i'"' tbf K.cralaT- 
palii, ibc ia^e \i cr^dilcd wizb tbe mtabLJt^inent of 4448 
[einplct Dtjl af ^vbii^b 103 belonged To Cjod[1c:^4 Durs^< 

Aaolber VEr&ioa of lix KcraJa^^bdEyma la SauskiH 
conlaiDiD^niore lb?3 ZJOG iTunz» 4td i bunded cbapien 
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slalESlhat Viinu d^tcii sjge PacasurSma ra EGfablish 24000 
ihriDcsip whicb 33 dc[ricj ^re lo be iiiJalCcd. Ttit ^agt dJd 
^ccordiDglv and made iTraiig^fQenia fur iht aur&hip enaig- 
ing twelve TanlriM i^tgredl rep-PtE. The following itaa^ai 
are inlffefifing in rhJ* conncclion. 



jstf nru^RTrnK WITH ^ W" " 

TbLJi ic may be <etn rJiut sage Parasur^mn ■« cr^tJitEd 
svilh ftcfsEaiili^hnifnE of Dumerous lempJcs ibrouKhoul Ihe 

lETigrb ADd breadili of KeraJa. 

la cOD^CDiiiic^ nrlh Ibe number of irmplcs there area 
host of dilTcreai licuif^ fuuoJ lUSlAJled id rbs ^hniin of 
The rCE'C'Ti- ^i:'^l papuFai- ^nikiag the deiiit^ aie ^iv4, 
VisnUn flhfldialvali, Durgj, Gai^ap^lr, Sabiabmariya, Siias- 
vali, Sjtia, 3iiiJJ.5Tjnari>ana, Silr^ma, K[^Ji, Narasimlia, 
And PiSrVflli. OtiiCE deities include L[^h^maQa, Bflladoa, 
Vjiraha, HaaUEDaa, Dlianvjjiiari, SiIcyQHi^raydnp, Paraiu- 
rflma, Kubera jnd "cdavyJBa. Siune of ibeac dcitiei are 
conceived as havjng ujlfei^m .i^pecrj. For iasiance, Sin 
is coQceiveu a* having [he aspects of Dflk^iijQaiurli, 
SaAkaraafliJydnn, AcdhaaJrl^viin, Kir^l^Endrj, SoznaskaDdi, 
CandraickhflrA, Vrsrirudha, GaiigSdhflU, Tri puranlaki, 
Mflyufli^yft, K.^!>^n1aka, Aghcra aqd oilisr foTin^ dunibering 
over Sft^, TbfS Is LhiCflBCwilh (he deiriEs Jiite Visousnd 
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DevT, both of whoiD aic cDiiccJvfd in theii dumcTflUi diver- 

Amodg Eb»e dciliei SisU alio csLled Harmarapmra, m 
vicn dT [be cuncepliirD uf lEic [irigiii of iLJs Gud a^ a rf&Lill 
□f ibE union between Hari m Ebc form uf Mabioi aad Hara 
(^jva)- AccurJiQ£ lo ludnion Pai-a^urJma bnili a chain of 
Umplcs aTogg Ihr Cbait ilcdJC^Itd ^sfa io 5laj]d guard and 
piolecl Ihc CDUDlry. However ibi£ may be. rbcicJsihc 
fact ibai mObL of the Lj>ipoMjl:l[ S^slJ Umpli^^ arc IncHicd 
De3i ibc 5umEi]i1^ ol i-bt oiountains id Ibc casi, iLc one J( 
^^banmala bciD^ tbc lorcmciAl ^Oiong ihcni- Tr»iiK£ oa 
Ktr-i\o Taniia pi-escnbe detailed rjiualt for itic worihjp oi 
thl( Gud. SimiUrly SaEikPran^niyan^ concsivtd at ball Siva 
aod hair Vj^^u n woiahippcd ■□ miiny icmpkii of ibe ifgiQitr 
ADDlhcr dciLy pcculrdrly KDDWn 'O K.DraIn ls KJEaiamHrli 
or [be hualcr (Jod tmrp out of ibc uniun bL'tuiccD Sivi aad 
FifVdli #hFD bsib izsinmrd iLie funn of bun[crs. GoildcKg 
RurujiE wur^JiJpped m scveraj sJirmes n only jto^lbcr aipccl 
of Camundi as ihe dc)irL>yer oJ ibc dcmitn RufU. Over add 
above Ihest dtiiipa, fh? jurda dT itii: quarier^. A^vins. ibc 
sevcDUges, Apsat^s, Nogae, Nava^raiiBs and other midor 
dJvJniiJFs aie also wonbippedi lO vanom ccDtrea wiEb nlLala 
bclilling Ibrni. 

Tbe tirabm[D pri»l who if cnjomed vilb iradu^oDa] 
riles for iDilallaUDQ of idoK cnoducE of ^pti:ial riiuafs, 
fEstivj]^ and other riici is i:aH«d Tjojud- [ be ebosi facaous 
T-incriD ID Ibc land is ihc mtmbcr i:^!' ilie TarananalLur famii^ 
who bdi Lbese rigblB ja ^ErnDfli aJi icmplcs of Kecala. Sag* 
Para^rilina ii suppotcd lo bB\c given ibii auihoiLly In ibc 
famiEy of TarananaJluj ibc mc^mbers of which CDJoy ihcsc 
rigbTs down The ceniuricA {jjl jjai^^. Tbe Kcratudj^h^lmyii 
hudtali wjlh Ihii aspect. Accnrdiag lo it a BrabmiD -^^5 
brougbl from K^ncrparDin. Sin^c [be rjver KavcET was in 
ip>ic, the nrabmin re^orLed lo bis aupcr-buoian powers lo 
cross over and hence be gm ihc Qame "Tarapa' mcEtLiiiig one 
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wTio bii craited over. The siory goca ihat Pars^utaiUA 
CflllEd The BfaliQud horn iht ^EE::r tUt of i]ic rjver ^od 
aiked hini Ed cru^i «^vcr [!^ii^ [|---ci w^iich h^^ llaoded. The 
BrabmiD, a devoiei: of Vliiilt, Tocdilgreu upon rbe Lord oi 
file aod ibicvf ^omc iTiLk^ ^kvcr The i\aty\S la foriTi a bridge 
and easiFy ciOd&cd ovei (□ tbc ^laltjiT. ad incut cl Ihe SJ^c. 
Before ihin Ihe i^^e bjL^ alrirfldy bL<iUE<rki i'l Brahmias frLrni 
jCumbbakon^m jfler iiicCfriiniug Hjcrr t^roticieDcy jd 

Almoil cvrfy m^jor rempS^ m Kcm^-i hjs a Ligb pileGT 
called Taril'i who enjoys 'iic he ;jiJiiari ajihorily on myricn 
of mual in fhe [emple l -lett jrc sevcr'il iuknikea baviag 
lb?3E rjghli :iiid T^ra[inn;illiir i£ ibc fcKmosi amcjag ibem. 
Since i faoiils' of Tflnttini ■.■njoys ngnts c^pr £_'vcral itmplc* 
H J£ dLfficulE 10 avttnd iicb (tiapTc add hence z Taninn 
delF£ji|e^ bi5 powers la olfiEr [rained ifi^L limit's wbij arc Co 
pcrfotm ihc functitm of (3i=ch:el prr^aL. These deltfiJlia 
Qj'C called Nampi^ wbOBc iigjif u iTLMd lor s ^petific peiiod 
Wbile Ibf meiaben of the umi(^ of riinlcina -ill^nd to ibe 
nluaEa OD special ocu^iLtnt ii^c ff ^ij^-nl^ ihc ^.^scapi^ pel- 
fcirm the daily Eouiine^. Evf^i Uiouph uLtif r a\sialanis aie 
pro^idid Daly Ehc N-tatpi iihiiuld [^erriirn ibe titiialE 
nlJed P3ja. 

Il may be ot'lcd lb:ii in lui^ L:Liajlr,^du Er.-^ii)!! a set of 
ebgjbic prri^iQ* arc cGjuiQi'J lu pcrrijim riiii^<. uj icraplca. 
Several prjests are nrestnl m ibe jeinplc ci ibt same lime 
riad any one of Ihcm i\ frc? lo rrrTof m ihe ^iiji! as requirfd 
bv Ibe devolee. StYiiLeiiniefi C'E:it iFie di.Vhi|f^' i> pcriniiLed 
Id Oder PQja (d hi!i IrkiDg. Kuriher LhLre Ine prlesL uKers 
the Manini ii]i>Lid sd rliai ^1] could h»r it ^'-Ut Kerala 
pne:l5juit mticler ibe Mjijin.-^ n-juditl^ dnJ f'low vairouj 
£«(iirej wilh [pcticu^oii? care folU^wrng the pr? ^r:rJpliona of 
[be cnaDUflls. In olher Murds wfiile ihe I'llJj 15 jii^l cursor}' 
Id olbci regions, in Kerala onlv "3 ifnincii prie^r can pcT- 
farm il- Further, lie alunc toutd lojrb Ihe idv>i in the 
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tJiDClum Sflncioium- On Iho other hpDd if aaybud^ c\is 
iDucbcii Ihe idat it cili^ fti; vaiioui efpialaiy cciEmunics jb 
If It is polluled. There are t^-o kiada (iT jdoli rn mnjor 
lempki tiTKeralu v,z , Acala — Ihai *bich cannaC be Enoved 
aqd Cala ihal whicli ccnild be iai;en qui. The fir&l ii fiied on 
rlie pcdutal pcriraTteoElj aud it ii u^ualjj made ff graniie 
cr lOiDclimc^ tdadc of id ipecjal kfad of morldr cdJed 
K.a;uiaiL.arayD£Q over which water couJd nci he pojred. 
TEie movatiLe idolb arc m\Jdc Df niernly Trie oae used on ihe 
□tca^ion of SrlbaH, (he one an which Ahhi^kci is perforincd 
anJ saadal pa&re appfied and ibc ojie lakcri oui far pro- 
cesjiun^ FDAJdc tbc Jifffnc are mcivablc tdols. The Aala idcili 
ore made as ^landing on The pcda&Tnl, BiitJnf an (be Pl^ha 
and as reposing ss in hed !n ccrrain f*niplei Tiinlrika 
diagfOint like Siicakia crc , arc conceived as dcjlics fnr 
warship Soitcliniea mere -.veapons of dEJTi^a lifcc ^u\a 
(ifidcnU. and Khad|a (sword) are placed ai idols for 
pcrformiog POja, 

"The ritual of ccitmonial uoribip ts ■ coiabinaiiDa of 
bath Vajdikii wilh Ve^lc mdolrBb and Tnelhodt nnd Tlnirika 
will nod-Vcdic manrras and rulei, rhc TanTiilia clernem 
ilighMy predominaiiDg rjVEr l>\e Vaidika. !r, IhcrcfciFc 
cornea UDder the calcEOry Tdnf rLfta-Vajdzka FollDning ihc 
claSiiltcation cT the Puru^rlhaprabodha q|' BralimiiniEnda- 
bharafi H is Vjidita reorsbip in fht Tantiifta Diode. The 
PancdTall^a or the FancapHyJcarD, which consijiute ao 
inlcgraL part of acihndiix ^akta Taotra has, however, no 
placf even ]□ the '^cvJ [cTnplE5 of Keula Mad^a, MiniM 
Malaya and MbiHudb, whatever may he their dijooiaiion 
and si|yiiGcancc arc ss «ijch ciiriirly abMDt io ihe rkSuiJDc 
lemple ritual- Mudf& alone ii ihere, but it is b ihc sense 
of grsiu:=, and ihctc is quire a lot o( Lhis."' 

rtiiuili in ihe Kerala Itmplcs ho be claESrhcd unilcr 

I. S. Ve okrta sub ra mania Iyer. ReMglpn, Art and Culliire 
Tiivflndfum, 1^77, p. I*J. 
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Tour caTeforiei. They arc (he dally rlluals, ihe munEhly 
HlLiaii, ihc annua] tjIuiIs ind iciihsSi bbJcb Ukc placF 
once or iwfce in an year. The rDuljne riluah tbtii laltt place 
evejjday come UQd» rbr flr^f divwion But ihe modea of 
varship differ accord lug to Ihe ivic and popolaricy of 
temples nrhicb are cla^&jticd ■& Qi[DDr and major The 
nluah pcJ-fDrmed on certain specific days li}<e Tuesday aod 
Friday and ihoM conducifd on t!ie a^ieriims of Karllki and 
Sr^vaE^a, and on Eithi& Eihe Caturlbi. ^Q5^bi and P.iLiEnami 
Dfl a DiDDibly basis fciriD Ihe ■ecoud category. Tbc bddubI 
rituali are ihose performed annually an Ihc d^ys of Sivaidcrl, 
A^iamjrabLnl etc. The fourlh cjicgoiy eonsiai^ of pcimpous 
feslj^alj Hilh proccBaoot, arrays of Jauips aod culToret 
perfarinHnces. 

Tamrika works d Kciara have provided in^trucEjoD for 
Ibc abovf mcnTioneiJ modes of riiUJili far the bencBl of ihe 
icmpk pn»li ami i^uLbi^riiics. fa raosi q( Lhc major teicp^ca 
or Ktrala ■ routir-e cao be noriccd cvrn ul^w aod it is bated 
UD ih? T^[]lrit,a DiaiiUBli. The follDAin^ .lUCUunt wUl giVP a 
IJirapK of ihese riiualistrc routines- "The number of E'CLjas 
per d*y as well as the (ime of iheir performances ire also 
bound by fuJce. Gcnerully There will be rhree Pujas. Every 
day ihe Abbi^ka (ceremoDinl balb) ii performed to the 
ido] very early m ihe momicf, follon'ed by Alaatcara 
(deear,iiLonX Tbco fini Puja called U^atj Piija n con- 
ducfcd. Al abonr ddod we ^i ihc second Pd}^ called 
Mndhyaboa Pujd or Uccapuja. The lenple rs cloied after 
tbls- 11 is re-opcufd in tbc evraiDS and the rhird PCija is 
dcD? in Lhc early pari of the ni£hl- Thj? is called Ardba- 
yama PCja Bffcr wbjcb the temple rrmains cloafd nil Ehe 
neiE morDiTig, Al] these Puj^< have ceiiarn pecuhaiiiiEs 
JD derail bul tht? one fhal is laosl noiewonhy is ibe oS'ering 
ofBali to the nikpaluand other coanecred DcvalJii after 
■be Naived)'a lo ihe pnscipal 'Icily, followed by a proces- 
sion of ihc Uijavumiirri (portable idol nf the principal defly) 
alDPg rhe Qahyabara lo tbc aceoninaDim^inL dnimiaDd 
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□rbrr miujcal laitcumenlt. la aome Temple^ n< gef au 
addjtioDal PuJ^ uiMcd Paolirali bcLwetn Ebc U$dh ?iifl 
Jind Ucca puja and la ctrEain IcniDlea vcl anuihrr pujj 
called Eliflta Piija between the U^-ilj Piija and PaQiirali- 
The nljd!) during Lhf U^t^i'is. ire very cJubLJcile and bovc 
ibeir own special feaEiircs <lul [he item calFed ^rlbhuiaDalj 
de^erve^ ^neciaC rnenli^n This takes quilc j long rjme and 
tmi Ii^ be do^iE wi[h special cati: and in aliii:E iidherencr Eq 
the rules laid dii^a for eauh Devaia cunuccled wiih Jl^ 
Even the TJmJia. which i^ hy ihc bye, a J^ng tlr^im icdr- 
);ciiDUS Xo Kerain, haii lo b= hrai^n for e;ictk Dl^v^ej in a 
difTcreni niHnnrr aiiU U-r a dJlfercni duralJi^D-' 

In thi^ coaaerEfoEit ii may he aorcd iJidT Ihcrc ace ibr^E 
diarincl Tantrita sy^ieiij; prfvafeni io India. They arc Etc 
Kafibmir SkSEfjiL, [be Hcii£9U\Biem and ibe Kerala syainD- 
The first i*o syirems rire pceJirniiiiaiilly noD-Veilfc and art 
caUed VamamaEsa. They ToIIdw the Saiva-Sakia culls. 
Um of liquor, meal m oKafion U^ Ihe deity, kiUmg uf 
aoiiDaU and evrd-bum^n beings as pad uT ili? «Etr^tjip, 
rituali&ijc woEihip of a nude ma^dcD elCr, form the j'ealurrs 
of ihe system among oilieE^. Of ibc ihica GuQaa, ibe 
last one called Tantas piedom-inaTcs in ihjs ivilcm. Naiiir- 
ally tbeie systi^mi have drawq Ibcir ovta foUnivcr^ and also 
detractors who cotisidtr tbeic acta as obnoiiicLii, On ibe 
otber ba-id Dak'^lo^niirga prevalent jc KcraFa ii S.tEivLk 
in Dalur^ and abhois i]tc (klTennfs itf liquor clt.» fo iciriples. 
[t It Vaidita ifL outloak Y'latras and Hocnaii are ulio mcd 
for worship, lihagavacisev^ or the worship of Dur^^ in her 
S^L[Vik. aspect Q& LaJitii u cumnioDJy conducl^ril m Kerala 
bouaci as a domestic liEuai, Thi& i^ faciJiialed by drauiDi 
a diagTaEU dh The floor "'iiti powder ofcicr, lurmenc: etc,, 
aod Uie ^soT&liip 1^ done OD a 3)elE-ine[a| lainp pbc^d Lath? 
Centre iiflhc riiualibiic dEjgram. Ajicibrr popular rrjc^dr oi 
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ucfificiai worship IS [he GAiiapaCihDina fo pkasc GuapaTi 
in lAc order Id fcjuovc I id pcd I me art, Ttij& it coadacfed 
bolb JD Icmpl?^ and iji ihe houfts of devotees. Bill h dp« 
Dol iDciD Ihat Ihe V^mam^s^ wa^ EDtirely udIcddwd ir> 
KErsla. LcE^Q^ary accognd ntaialain wonderrDl dcedi 
pcrrQined by ihe foNuwcra of ihis iy«em in Ktrali «hcn 
Ibcii 5iDcerily was pul lo teal by Ihc aulhorJtici. A Nam- 
pQEm BrabmJD lavcd birqieirrimn] great embarrB»fiica( by 
ahfpwjn^ :be fiilJrtiaaQ Id a King or rbc localily on the niglil 
ofa nci* mooD day, fl is aaid that (he goddcaA worihEpped 
by him iraina m lii^ rescue by ih^iriiig Ihe ttlurioD- Id 
Eame miciDr lemplri S^qiiur and 0]»r ACie olfcird as 
oblaTiDDi and later di^lribuled i^tm [□ ihe devolves Evan 
at preEedl tbc&e acls survive iboiigh Ibc orchodoi people 
diflToi^s iTiem as pcrversionSr The fy^Tem ihal ii in ^oiuc iA 
un^joubicdly Dak^iaani^rga niaiDlaiDiog a high Ifvel of 
pmily id cooccpiioa a^ well as aclion. This ii coDsidered 
ai ihr icsull of Kciala culiiiic which gave due impartance 
lo haniaR vbIdfi, 

The modes of riluaiE prcEcriheJ dbovc eun be aotind 
itiH in TOgUc ia the major (?]iip1» or Kcni la, especially 
ihaw locflftd at Trivandium^ SucTndram, VarlaJa, Cbro- 
gaanur, ^raomub, Tbriuvalb, KaHpad, M.'idikkara. 
Kaodivoor. Amba^apriiJ^ha, PAvv^^Dur, TaJippanmbu, 
Trippunithura. TiecenibiiraTD, Kumaranallur, Ettuoiuiur 
and ^'aikom- Sone ol thr^^e lemples have certain special 
Hiuali also- 

Mo^T of Ihe TanThka »orhs af Kerala jncideaiaJly deal 
wilh rhe CDniEructioD oT ilie^hrine^- Ever ibough (beic 
aie manuals liLe ihe ^ilparaia;! of ^rlhutn^ia w Inch aped- 
licAlly concerDa wiib ihe sliuelurHl aspect of Ihe ahriaei, 
works of Tanlrika oalure also dtaJ nUh Ibi^ aspecr. Thi^ ii 
rtcau&e Ibc acliviiics like icEKple coDdtruciJoi] leteived 
grcaicT alieaiiOD jd lhi< region H js observed,' "The 
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Milflbar elvle nf [cmih ar^^hiTecture difftr* radjcalfy from 
ihtt ol oilier puis o[ ladiAr ladled ir hai lilMr or ag 
affinitv with 'he IravJdian ^itvlc oblainiDg on The Eau 
Coa>t, ir At bH, ji has ^ome r^^r^mblaoce Id fbe Jaini 
lernp^eb of Canara. contlrucrcd od an cnlfitly new ^lylc 
frDm fEm^e cl Northern anj Southern ladja and haviJi^ 
SDTDC reaeinbtanca to ihc Nepalt*e ilyle MoiT of rhfin *rE 
comlTacled cDlirdy of J^uiid and ^amc i?r The ^eqdl; lempJe 
thai txiBT, arf c]i>»i[airatians of the woodta ones. These 
^hrirrca arc afttn loeaTed in the bt^t possible iiUs nvai\sb\e, 
fiihcT on ihe loo of a hill as iq ^abiiiniala, oo Ihc verge of 
a Jake as in Vai^om jod ^isthiimkoifBh of hy the side of ■ 
fuminB ^'"CEini 3< in Aranmula Thev arc ^Lirroundfd wilh 
pfovci and unk^ for th; fariEihia-n! and iTevolion of 
W4iMhiopen Thsre ir? elih.TriT- fjl=? regardiriB ibe 
cjn^trjciion ^-f" Icnijoi J^d lh«e arc prcKribcd by 
ranfra Aork^^ 

"The Evi^-ji indi^enTH leTip''? 'if Ker^ila eau bf 
c'EBrly iLl^rili^cd hy its ch ari^urislii: struclufE wtucb dia- 
imcafshc^ it ftom the tenolei in alher parti of Iiidii. The 
Fieinlic cunitTJcEion and ifnpa^ng lopuraa which mork 
IfiE Tcrao^efinthe mher aarr? nf Soinh lad ia arc cojiipiCiia a i 
*j\ the'T a'rtS'icff in K*Fa"a TTit e^^ncdri'Iic Kerala 
Tflinole conp^f' af the inicium aancd^ram (GirhhflfirnaJ 
vSich T* iiqijillv circular fVrclj] in ^ftape ^ui :,ometiJneH 

'inmr-^riTiir'^Ta* IT ftciaitgular (CaluriiFidirphit wilh i 
(nnicat -iT n'-t-flHal r^i' '^pkh^raJ croJTiEd bv a cresl 

'''Stii'''l;5y W'T^iri Thii Girhhisrha la (he id^J oQ a pedflsial 
rai-h=> 1>T- 1 thi? Ofii^ayi'i li Tn; Urst prik^ra called 
\n'M-Tiiiid?li S-BiH Balin'rhas recreieniiTig Ihn eighl 
DfVrilYia?, T'lr le' =1 M^itri nit , are nj.icfif he-e \ flight of 
ilcs? c:illcd *^o?iri-i cmn^c" (hfi Pri^-^L1■a ^viTh Ihe ■T^or pf 
:he Garbh^Sr'ia. In ^roirl of the ^opanaisthe "narn Mflndaj>a 
Hoc-rd |li"^ 'f IT is 01 aTl IrttBrnni^iiilii is Ihe BPCond 
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Prakflfa called ADrarhara, formiD? a broaJ Verandah with 

doorwBVB aa all ihe Tour ^idcs. Tlic Antarh^ra Icadi ouL 

inlo aD enclosure coDtaiuidg Ehe main Balipilha. After ibe 

AnUthara wc get Ihe Tbjrd Piafcara called Madhyatira 

wbich i? csieDlially a CDDhQaoaa slrucmre having an array 

of lamps all round Trom lap la butlom. Beyond TbLs and 

just outride ihe main Ba|i>lilii 15 [he JT^; alaff (Dbvaja- 

atambhal. The Fourth Prikira called Bahyflhara \i beyond 

thii. It forui'i Ihe paLhvay Tor Ihe pn^ctssiana wilhin ihe 

I«mp1e. The bflh and juit Prafaara is rbe oulermasE wall 

of Ihe lecnple. The \% calici Miry^d^. The mam ealraacc ii 

ihroLigb aaimplt Gopurj w.ir^h rajy be an ordinary doorwjy 

with a sma]! raoQng or oqe wfth a auperaiTucrure compm- 

ing roocna and Veranddb The space bttween the 

Garbbaeiha add Anlarhilrah r^oQcsa. so iiUo is most or^he 

space bclweCD the Madhyahara and Mary^da. Thja results 

in every pan of the temple beinc airy and '^cll ventilalcd, a 

dislinctive fealnre oFlhc KeiaJa rempEe'V 

£:t[rDdtDg from the llag sJaff to tlie Gopnra is a covered 
shcd» knono as AnakVoliil, for rbe dcpb^orrh to take ihcir 
Aland in a line on ibe occa^ioa? of icmi>la proce^sioas. 
ProvJAion \% aTso made in Icinplc^ For ibe ic^idence of pricaM 
who are iQJnbed (0 keep within the EeiDplc picciocl^ while 
employed ai inch- Tbe Taniiika irealiBe have alio dealt 
with the tenovalioo al Ihc lemiples Lhal have seen [heir 
belter days, purilicatocy ritei For polTution of Ienipl» and 
jdoli elc. Tbe«c riles vacy according lo the Daliiie of Ihe 
pollmioa, !□ jhori ibese works are replete hie b rcligiou&f 
pbilosophical dod [spiritual matiers Ibal iiJ^acitccd ibe liFc 
□f people of Kerala For several ccDlurierFn 

Tantriku TmdiUan of Kfalo 

The Hiatcfiije of a Ear^e iiomberoHLiorks rcUling ta 
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impaTlaDce or Ihii branch of literilure in Kemla. AmaD| 
ihesn to End a good niimber of works as productd l>y 1! 
ichotar^ of fCeraJa Thry compoied [hc« manuar^ 
rbe vcrti^cuUr aa well as SLmstnL Furlhcr, conlribulioai 
OD leiTi were moids in Ihe form of coinmenlaricj which 
aftCD mnnle^CDt llic tent- In fact, ii wi; i nttd ba»il 
Bclwily lince pr[csls vanled guidei for ihfir lue [□ danrnMc 
ai acH as temple rituak Only a few of the vaar DiaEcrial ^i 
publi^ed llD a<tWt a sizable porEioa rcmainiag inihcfprm 
of palm Teaf minii^ccfpEs preserved mostl; id nnnLB 
bbTariei. 

Nolarally [here *ffre (wd types of T^aTrika preceplora 
in KeraUr Some scholar! feiirjcied ifieir adivity lo the 
praclice of the ritual aevtt caring to put down in wrJ(io| 
Ehcir T'T^cticd! enperiffnces- The olhcr cale^ry Df piecep- 
lars cnainly conceorcaii^d iheir attcnEiaa in cj^Dpilio^ niODO- 
grdphs for (be btdrQl of Tbc pricsljy ciiisa ibongb aomc of 
them miiht have occa siona I ly practised Ihc prccepU' The 
Kerala system of Taotra is predomJnanrly S^ITvik m form af 
aod bcloDged ro [ht Dak^irii^ni^rgn fo^lowiDg ihe Vedic 
tiadJtiDD. Tbe codEtals of the T^dlrjka norkA prodjccd in 
Kerjik win subsfaniiaie ibTS cUinir Bui once ]□ a while we 
hear of Ihe other Eype ^howmc ill bead. Wt have iradjlional 
floiiei wbert ihe cuptoits af ibt VamaiDdrgidj are 
uaTTSted. 

Traditions rEcarded in wo:ki like the Ki^ralolpjili and 
Ihe Keralam^h-ilmya thai ^agc FaraiurJflia conferred 
Tamnkn mes an TarQuaTiallfir r,Tinily Jtc nol lielpful \o iracc 
fhe hii>iDrical Ucv&lopmeDt of rhf gi^or:. 7he-^e pieudo- 
Liiilorical wcprks are of later oilgin and hence we have lo 
look cIscH'bcre foi the early bistory of th? Taolrika t>5ifm 
ID Kci^tia. 

-^mong The ej'r't?:'? v":k^ -- ' -y^ i 

■:-j --■ ^- 
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noEJce Pc}f>j]ttrly known u Nlr^i^sl^i: Bbrtatdn for hji 
wiEIy HK^h^DgC and ictjoni he cndp^'CiJ flim^cJr id Iht 
cocnrnuj] p^nple of Recall ^i ibc bcru afmjnv i^iiplojld. Bm 
be It Dal tfEJitcd Mkib Ebc authorship of any itork dcipjie 
■he popurar Iradiiion IfanL be popularised T^ntra in Ihe 

Honrvcr his brolhrr ^fcbrtol A^Diholri who is reputed 
to have pecfornied nmeiy-nine Vpdlc *acrillcc^ during hji 
eirfy L^tc He i^ berr«vcd to bave performed the laii lacri- 
ficc when hP *Bs iuiT (liiriv-6i% yean old Somf hold ihai 
he hafi [iflQ^Ijicd a w nV ciUrd A."Ih¥ar,isaniDrad^|a into 
.Tamil- ^*lJl Ihcsc itc jiitl trad<lioi]fll iioriei Anolbtr 
brother of MelJllol ^gmlinlri it beficvtiJ uhqvc pmcTfccJ 
TanTrs fjlljfling the Vi aFimargi o fcriiie m-al and Ijquor 
to t'lc ili:(fie? qujlc agaici* iTip noriTiil prjccice* ja ihe 
region 

Wc bivr loadiiiinhiUhc bceinniiif^ of Lhis |i{cr4Eurc 
i« haric^l ii ohiCUrHy and wiiat '-Vc hai/c before [he adveur 
af^^ri^^nU only 3i:ne tF3Ui1[ori itLich may coolaia 

One i>f IliD moar i^poTlanr i^prti ^n yajilra^tri Ij 
the PrapBBcasarii' iiTLrilii!!=d to Ihe aaliiirship jf Saiikaf J- 
dTyi |i'c ■^ropokiader o''Lhe \di'aili! ?v^tTii of philosophy 
and j% "iat!! ►' hapmn* 1* &c an taHv work m Ihcfleld 
hHvlij^ in;ep ptoduccd in Ih*: ^ih ceolafy \ D. The tcriu 
Prapa^car^ra raeaas "sIip Euencc nf rhe Lrnvene"- U deals 
wrih .^'^^-^ tQpicE within lb? I'urtT-two cHi3:ifh called 
Faisl.?^ *iii fufm^ en eicyclopanJia oF i larl. 

'Tbe "OTk bfgiQi with an accoual aT thicreallon, 
This II foi^owtd by ii^calisea on chronology, c.ubj-yoloiv, 






'* Tontra/ijmiiceayt 

DQiicc Popjfariy kaflwd ai Nirdgallii BbraoUn for his 
willy ciL:hnnBei dad icdhjua Le cndcsrcd himself [q ibe 
cnrtimDii pc^>plc of Kerala as the hero of jn-iov MplniJa. Bije 
he n QOl credited wL[h rhe authorship uJ any work despite 
Ihc pojiufar irnditEon rliai he popnlarn^d Tanlra in the 
rEgion- 

Ho«fi-v« his brolhtr McTallol AgaihoJrJ who is rapuled 
Kb bavc pcrrormEd niacry-nine V^dic jacHfice^i iJuHoe hii 
early life He \s hElicved lo have pcrfor:nfd fhe \s.it lacrf- 
ficewhea lie waj jusr t^iirlL' GIT vein ofd Sonic hoid Thai 
he hag iranifyled a w:rl[Mlhd A^hvarisamprad^ya imo 
nTiiaiil- Bui [hc5c iic fusi tradUioaal iMries Ani>ili(>r 
brothei' D^ Nff lallal ^^niboEri i^ bvlieved id have praclii^cd 
TflDTra fjllaiviTiE fhe V.VmmHrii uTcriog mtal [ind fiquor 
Eo Ch^ 'li^ities quifc ag^ia'il Thr: nunnil prjctii^e^ Id ibe 
region 

We have Tq admit Ib^it ibfi bcginnN'ps of lbi5 IKer^iure 

ti hiificd iri oti«urily and wlini) we Jiav.- before itic aJvciE 
ofSflftnnfr-iri i^ only ^i^me nr^dtHnri 'v r'ih may cnnlaiq 
lomfl grmw of truth. 

Out "flhe mo« [^pordnl wnikti^n Mantra^isTra ia 

ihc PraBaScas^ra' aUiibiired tis ibe anr^irship af Sankarfl' 
cai^g th? itDUTJlitldEf pf :he Adva^la ivil?Ti of philosophy 
and n MCl* it hapoen* io f>e an cdcfy work la [he field 
liavlai bfPfi ^Todjced iri th? ^ih eenlnrv \ rj. The lerm 
PrapJi&CiiJifl rueans "rh? E$acncc nf llie Usivefm". Ii dff.ii.s 
wirH '?'-^e; lopicp wJihin thr Thirfy-f*o o^iaptei's cdl[ed 
p Ii i] fo^fM an oncyclopucJia of i ii*rld 

'jh'jrl; begins ^i^Tih an accojat oT tb^ Lreaiion. 

Thi*- <'- lolliiw::^ by ircitisej jn ehrunalogy, cmbtydJo^y, 
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aDB:Dniy, physiol^igy and p^ychnlirgy which are mors 
scJcdTitic fban ihe luccccdiog chapt^r?^ un I he occult 
doctriiiES of Kuri^JJal aaJ ibe secict aisQiGcance of ih4 
!>aD£kril alpFiiib:i aod Inc Bijss - The chapten on Ehe ijIliiI 
for Lhe cjn^ccraljuD IDrtsJir, (he worship of [lie moitierE 
nod Ihe mediLatioaa op Ehe Devi ve or coDiiderible 
ligniJiciQCB froai lEic poioT of view ol ibe hitLoi} of 
rcljfioar The niual and ihf Manlnih dctcribed id \\a.t 
TjQira are hqi Nmilccl Co Ehe hvaraoip of ihe vaiioui roroii 
of iJevl and Siva, bkii ftequearly alto VisniU aad bii avataras 
arc leFcrrcd ro"-' Tljc preJvmmaace of Ibc eroiic clemeiK 
la lae Dcvt-wjrsliip is a notable Tcauie aod ibc ctTicacj of 
ManTras comnelhri^ n=aple to aci is propagated Tbe unioa 
of man dod won ij; i> prc^critcd ;]« a mysTrcaJ uoiod of tbc 
Ego (ahamkiraj weih kiD^led^ lOuddhi) aad » a boly act 
of lacriGce ^Dmc af the dE^iriipEToni are icolele *ifh 
b?ntual frrc. The work ii popular do| only id Kcrnla but 
A\%a in ibF dtiT^renl parib of fFie ccpuniry and ii has bcca 
cotDibcDtcd UDon bv mnny icIihs Ian. SuhjecTd like Ihc 
origTD of (Dnn^i. ii^ powcr^ purpose eld are described 
mfniile^y siiil:^ in Mantra^ailra, Akaarai or sL^^habeti have 
iDpi-eiic jri|i.3r(sni--f Tbc coQCcpi of ^abd^brahma js 
enplaJned ia rht bcEin^iDg of ibc reii iTself ai folldwa . 

VWFrf Tnn9 ^<?ll1 jf3iJ5^H!!Jfll"MI I 

5^ TOnfl Bfl^ijh'n 3'rrlfgitt^ 

The oTi^iii of ]lie audible squilJ from MuLidh-ira throD^b 
[be foui' ?Ji?es i^ d.rKfi'ifd jfl (he vpisc. The author 
mBintiin* T^al tbon who proiicrly worship Gods. «aeea, 
mancc, e'^^^^^I'I sci^klicial fiie irfcr^Jay would a nam Ehcir 

I M. WialETiiiia. V Hiiioj-y of fodian Lueralure, Vol- \. 
Delhi, 1972- pp (.02-603. 



